A vibrant
tribute to
La Grande
Dame
“My Heart
That Blooms
in The
Darkness
of The Night”
Yayoi Kusama’s
outstanding creation
for La Grande Dame 2012
spreads a message of hope
and optimism to the world
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Veuve Clicquot and iconic
Japanese artist
Yayoi Kusama are sending
the world a

cheerful message with
a unique and colorful
creation celebrating
the House’s new vintage,
La Grande Dame 2012.

The original creation is
Yayoi Kusama’s vibrant tribute to
“la grande dame” of Champagne,
Madame Clicquot.

This isn’t the women’s first encounter:
in 2006 for a charity auction in
Tokyo, Yayoi Kusama gave new
life to an original portrait of
Madame Clicquot by using her
famous polka dots pattern. Today,
the dialogue continues between the
House and the artist, reaching a new
and inspiring milestone.
Yayoi Kusama has designed the
La Grande Dame 2012 case and
bottle using her iconic symbols,
flowers and polka dots.

A joyous flower wraps around
the La Grande Dame bottle,
and this same symbol of
energy - a tribute to the
nature that both women hold
dear - also takes shape as a
special object that elevates
the La Grande Dame cuvée
in magnum.
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La Grande
Dame by
“My Heart
Yayoi Kusama: That Blooms in
Darkness
a message The
of The Night”,
of hope &
optimism The opulent flower is

Yayoi Kusama’s name for her creation,

is even more striking in the wake
of the recent global crisis.

an original creation that
symbolizes vital energy,
love and celebration of life,
and each of the only 100
editions is numbered

The artist has applied her signature
polka dots pattern suggestive of
champagne bubbles that embody
La Grande Dame 2012. Here, Yayoi
Kusama and Veuve Clicquot’s
creative universes mix and mingle
together in a sparkling, daring
and optimistic collaboration.

A vibrant tribute to La Grande Dame

“ My Heart That Blooms in The Darkness of The Night”

Yayoi Kusama’s outstanding creation for La Grande Dame 2012

With the generosity that
characterizes Yayoi Kusama, as part
of this original creation she created
an original poem which delivers
a sincere message of hope and
optimism to the world.

My Heart
That Blooms
in The Darkness
of The Night

From all my heart,
the life of flowers
flew away.
My everlasting
affection
for the flowers,
flew off beyond
the universe
to show its vitality,
to gaze at the
extremes of life.
Yayoi Kusama
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Two
fascinating
women, iconic and committed
personality
two parallel
destinies

For Veuve Clicquot,
it was essential to partner with an

, much like the one
who made Veuve Clicquot an
emblematic Champagne house all
those years ago.
Despite being separated by
150 years and thousands of miles
between their homelands,

Madame Clicquot and
Yayoi Kusama share
incredible similarities
between their lives.

It all begins with their well-to-do
and strict childhoods.
Both Nicole Barbe Ponsardin
and Yayoi Kusama were well-born,
and familiar with the rigidity that
prevailed in the bourgeoisie of the
19th and 20th centuries. Both women
went on to counter that strictness
throughout their lives, maintaining
one goal: to gain independence and
conquer the world.

“I wish my brand to rank first in
New York like in St. Petersburg”
wrote Madame Clicquot in 1831 in one of her many letters.
© YAYOI KUSAMA
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Madame Clicquot acquired this For her part,
independence when, as a 27-year-old Yayoi Kusama boldly
widow, she took the reins of her late
husband’s Champagne house – all conquered the western art
this at a time when women did not world, which was deeply
have the right to work or hold a bank masculine at the time.
account. Yayoi Kusama gained hers She never gave in to any pressure,
when she left her native Japan to go sometimes painting for almost two
to America at age 28. days and nights in a row. Painter,
This emancipation helped sculptor, author, performance artist,
define the bold character filmmaker: there are so many strings
Yayoi Kusama’s bow. Each talent
of these two extraordinary to
helped her become one of the few
women, together with female artists of this era able to make
their creativity, daring and a living from her art.

visionary spirit.

During her time,
Yayoi Kusama said,

“I promised myself that I
would conquer New York and
make my name in the world
with my passion for the arts
and my creative energy.”

Yayoi Kusama also pioneered in her
Madame Clicquot then became field to offer immersive experiences,
one of the few women notably with her Infinity Nets and
Mirrored Rooms. She offered a new
entrepreneurs in the world relationship with art, one where body
at this time. and mind are integral parts of the
She revolutionized the champagne work.
world with her major innovations,
including the creation of the first From Yayoi Kusama’s work to
known vintage in 1810, the creation Madame Clicquot’s development of
of the first known blended rosé in the House of Veuve Clicquot, these
1818, and the design of the Maubeuge two daring figures demonstrate
bottle which is still used today by strong and flawless commitment.
most Champagne houses. And today, their destinies

converge in an unparalleled
collaboration.
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An eye for
beauty and
these two women
excellence are united by their

Though distanced by time,

love of beauty,

rigorous care, flawless demands and
attention to detail are essential to
their creations. Yayoi Kusama and
Madame Clicquot never limited
themselves to creating something
good and beautiful,

they always chose to go
beyond the limits to be
decidedly different.

And throughout their careers,
both women pursued this quest for
excellence and the avant-garde.

“Our wine
must be both
flattering on
the eyes and
on the palate.”

Madame Clicquot understood that
good champagne was not enough to
make a global reputation; the bottle,
label and design were as important
as the wine itself. So she decided to
pay attention to the beauty of the
product as well as the perfection of
the champagne.

She was a bold visionary,
and so is Yayoi Kusama.
All by themselves, they built strong
and instantly-recognizable visual
universes. Veuve Clicquot’s yellow
hue is a true symbol known the
world over, whereas polka dots and
flowers are the Japanese artist’s
unquestionable signature.
Finally, their shared dedication to
their public makes the two women so
close in spirit. Madame Clicquot was
driven by her customers’ feedback
with whom she exchanged thousands
of letters, and Yayoi Kusama never
ceases to imagine immersive
creations that an audience can play
with. And above all, both women
went to great lengths to make those
interactions relevant, beautiful and
vibrant.
La Grande Dame 2012 by Yayoi Kusama - Available
at a suggested price of XX - Find your store on
veuveclicquot.com
«My Heart That Blooms in the Darkness of The
Night» - Price on demand

Madame Clicquot, 1828
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La Grande
Dame 2012:
Pinot Noir had the broadest
the glory of range of expression and
to create the best
Pinot Noir potential
champagne.
Madame Clicquot believed that

It was her love for Pinot Noir that
led her to acquire ten of the House’s
twelve emblematic Pinot Noir parcels.
Since then,

Pinot Noir has been the
hallmark of Veuve Clicquot’s
style, providing the structure

and strength that is so typically its
signature, and La Grande Dame is
the tribute to “la grande dame” of
Champagne: Madame Clicquot.

Pinot Noir demands the very finest
expertise from the Cellar Master
and the winemaking team.

Fragile and delicate,

“Our black
grapes give
the finest
white wines.”

Pinot Noir also poses a challenge to
those working in the vineyard.
The Pinot Noir grape expresses itself
differently depending on its terroir,
exposure and the specific year’s
harvest conditions.

It is perhaps the grape with
the biggest capacity to
surprise.
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La Grande Dame’s
DNA centers on the
excellence of Pinot Noir,

which determines whether a year will
be declared a vintage or not, and the
extraordinary quality of its grapes
mainly from Grands Crus and the
House’s historic plots, among the
As Didier Mariotti, Veuve Clicquot’s
most prestigious in Champagne:
Cellar Master, likes to say:
Aÿ, in the Grande Vallée de la Marne,
and Verzenay, Verzy, Ambonnay and
Bouzy in the Montagne de Reims.

“The magic of
blending is in
magnifying magic of the blend
the wines to
achieve
magnified
balance and
harmony.”

La Grande Dame’s
winemaking prowess lies in the

to achieve harmony through strength
and delicacy. At 90% Pinot Noir,
La Grande Dame 2012’s blend
is all about this grape,
by 10% Chardonnay
from the Grands Crus of Avize
and Mesnil-Sur-Oger
in the Côte des Blancs.
La Grande Dame 2012, with its
versatile composition driven by
Veuve Clicquot’s extraordinary
savoir-faire, is not only a delight
today, but also a promise of
celebration for years to come.
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Tasting notes
For Didier Mariotti,

“La Grande Dame 2012 is a
wine that is both precise
and delicate.
It is playful, lively, laughing.
This new vintage offers a
strong minerality carried by
Pinot Noir balanced with the
freshness of the blend.
Its aging potential
is immense.”

BOTTLE
Nose
White fruits:
pear, mirabelle plum, quince
White flowers:
jasmine, honeysuckle, vine flower
fresh almonds and frangipane
Mouth
Bitter orange peel,
dried apricots, roasted hazelnuts
Smoked notes
Honey and candy sugar
A nice minerality
Straightforward attack,
liveliness, tension

MAGNUM
Nose
White fruits:
gooseberry, pear
Mineral notes:
flint, pencil lead, hot stone
Mouth
Candied fruit, citrus peel
Fresh and rich attack
Silky texture
Soft and melted tannins in wine

THE VINTAGE
IN PICTURES
«Spring is waking up»
Gourmet
Laughing
Charmer
Elegant
Air

FOOD AND WINE
PAIRINGS
La Grande Dame matches perfectly
with vegetables, offering endless
possibilities thanks to a wide aromatic
palette. Vegetables, herbs and fruits,
all picked in the morning and cooked
in the afternoon, are then extremely
fresh with unequaled expressive
power, intensity and complexity of
maximum aromas. “Grands Crus”
vegetables for Grands Crus grapes.
Savor the elegant simplicity of these
“Grands Crus” vegetables with an
accompaniment of quail, skate wing
or sea urchin.
Dosage 6g / l
Serving temperature: 10-12 ° C
Aging potential: 10 to 15 years
Disgorgement date: late September 2019
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Press
contact
Loïc Didierjean
ldidierjean@moethennessy.com
www.instagram.com/veuveclicquot/
#LaGrandeDame x #YayoiKusama

PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY

