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THE HOUSE OF KRUG PRESENTS 
KRUG 2004 

AND “LES CRÉATIONS DE 2004”

Over 12 years after it entered Krug’s cellars, today it is with the greatest pleasure that the
House of Krug presents its most recent Vintage: Krug 2004. At Krug, each Krug Vintage is
crafted to express the unique character of a particular year captured by Krug. With
harmonious tension and elegant radiance, Krug 2004 reveals the vibrant story of a fresh year –
so much so that the House chose to give it the nickname “Luminous Freshness”. This very
balanced Champagne combines delicacy and bountiful citrus of all types with a shining
structure.

True to the unique vision of the House’s founder Joseph Krug and drawing an unbroken line
that stretches across six generations of the Krug family, Krug 2004 is being presented
alongside a limited number of bottles of Krug Grande Cuvée 160ème Édition, the fullest
expression of Champagne, composed around the harvest of 2004. These bottles were
intentionally kept in Krug’s cellars, waiting for this very special moment. To the delight of
Krug Lovers all over the world, Krug 2004 and Krug Grande Cuvée 160ème Édition will be
available in a limited-edition wooden case offer named “Les Créations de 2004”.



KRUG’S UNIQUE APPROACH 
TO CHAMPAGNE

When Joseph Krug founded the House of Krug in
1843, driven by his understanding that the true
essence of Champagne is pleasure itself, his dream
was to offer the very best Champagne every year,
regardless of annual climate variations. He went
beyond all known boundaries of Champagne
creation, establishing a House where all
Champagnes would be of the same level of
distinction. In 1848, he committed his vision to the
pages of his dark cherry personal notebook, stating:
“a good Champagne House should only create two
Champagnes of the same quality.”

Champagne Number 1, which he described as the
fullest expression of champagne, later became
Krug Grande Cuvée. Created every year, beyond the
notion of vintage, Krug Grande Cuvée is a blend of
over 120 different wines from more than 10
different years. Blending so many different wines
from different years lends a fullness of flavours and
aromas that would be impossible to express with
the wines of a single year. It is a complete orchestra
playing together in harmony.

Champagne Number 2, now known as
Krug Vintage, is created “according to the
circumstances of the year.” It is the music of a
particular year, with its own unique melody,
captured by Krug and enhanced by a stay of over
ten years in the cellars. There are as many of these
unique compositions as there are Krug Vintages.

In order to create these unique Champagnes,
Joseph Krug was unequivocal with regard to
craftsmanship. In his notebook, he stressed that “it
is not possible to make a good wine except from good
elements”. To this day, the House upholds his
uncompromising vision. A cornerstone of Krug’s
craftsmanship is the concept of individuality, or the
art of turning the harvest from every plot into a
separate wine and then following its individual
character before any blending decision is made.
This allows Krug’s Cellar Master to identify and
discern those wines from single plots that can
enrich that year’s creations, others to be kept as
reserve wines for later use or reject any wine which
does not express the profile desired by the House.



Krug’s two creations 
TO HONOUR THE YEAR 2004



THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF 2004

The year 2004 called for patience with a crisp winter and chill spring keeping temperatures in
Champagne cool for an exceptionally long time. May brought a gentle warmth to the region
and in late summer the grapes ripened perfectly in the radiant sunshine. The beautiful weather
in harvest time from mid-September to early October made for a generous year following the
challenging extremes and limited yields of 2003. Nature’s elation afforded a breadth of choice
in 2004, offering more characterful yet mature grapes than any previous harvest.

“The wines of the year held great promise, they were at once highly expressive, bright and undeniably elegant,”
says Krug Cellar Master Eric Lebel. “The vivacity, tension and citrus notes of the Meuniers and the
shining Chardonnays combined with the backbone of Pinot Noir gave rise to a very balanced year.”



Paying close attention to every vineyard’s character,
respecting the individuality of each plot and its wine
allowed Eric Lebel to identify the music of the year.
He brought it to life by creating a composition
marked by elegance and bountiful citrus in which

the Chardonnays (39%) enjoy a very balanced
dialogue with the Pinot Noirs (37%), combined
with the vivacity, tension and citrus notes of
Meunier (24%).

THE VIBRANT STORY OF A FRESH YEAR

KRUG 2004: LUMINOUS FRESHNESS

Eric Lebel

With its delicacy, harmony and bountiful citrus of all types, Krug 2004 
evokes the sensations of early summer mornings in Champagne. Its 

combination of radiant generosity and crisp precision led us to name it 
Luminous Freshness.

Cellar Master, House of Krug

”

“



On the nose, Krug 2004’s expressive bouquet of
ginger, candied citrus and quince is followed by
richer notes evoking lemon meringue tart, plum and
mirabelle. On the palate, light notes of brioche and
honey give way to an array of fresh citrus, including
oranges, lemons and mandarins, enhanced by a very
elegant finish.

“With its freshness, vibrancy and citrus notes, Krug 2004
will pair beautifully with sea urchin, salmon tartar or
caviar,” says Eric Lebel. “I can also imagine it perfectly
well with delicate white fish in lemon sauce and olive oil or
sole meunière as well as Thai cuisine with hints of ginger and
lemongrass. —that sort of subtle accord would honour the
Champagne’s vivacity.” Fresh goat’s cheese and
candied citrus underline the Champagne’s beautiful
freshness, while a lemon meringue tart makes for a
perfectly paired dessert.

Today ready to be presented to markets, Krug 2004
is the final Champagne in the second ever trilogy of
Krug Vintages to be created by the House, the first
being Krug 1988, Krug 1989 and Krug 1990 and
the second Krug 2002, Krug 2003 and Krug 2004.
Krug is among the last of all the Champagne
Houses to introduce its 2004 Vintage. “It is only by
tasting the Champagne that we decide to present it to the
market,” says Eric Lebel. “We don’t act according to
anything but taste and taste alone.”

In the close to 13 years since Krug 2004 began its
journey to maturity in the House’s cellars, the
Champagne has achieved a beautiful harmony,
expression and finesse. Like all Krug Champagnes,
Krug 2004 will continue to gain with the passage of
time.



Krug Grande Cuvée is the first and only prestige
Champagne to have been recreated every year since
the House was founded. Therefore,
Krug Grande Cuvée 160ème Édition represents the
160th re-creation of the fullest expression of
Champagne as envisioned by Joseph Krug. A very
limited number of bottles of Krug Grande Cuvée
160ème Édition were specially kept in the House’s
cellars, waiting to be re-discovered alongside
Krug 2004.

Every year when creating a new Édition of
Krug Grande Cuvée, Eric Lebel is faced with a new
challenge as he chooses from 250 wines of the year

and 150 reserve wines to create the blend.
Krug Grande Cuvée 160ème Édition, composed
around the harvest of 2004, is a blend of 121 wines
from 12 different years, the youngest of which dates
back to 2004 and the oldest to 1990.

A stay of over 12 years in Krug’s cellars gives this
Édition of Krug Grande Cuvée its unique
roundness, beautiful expression, finesse and
elegance. More than 25 years have been necessary
to enjoy this very special Krug Grande Cuvée which
represents a living embodiment of the dream of the
founder, Joseph Krug, and truly expresses the
House’s raison d’être.

COMPOSED AROUND THE HARVEST OF 2004

KRUG GRANDE CUVÉE 160ÈME ÉDITION

Eric Lebel

To complement the facets of the wines of the year and impart to this Édition the 
distinctive generosity of Krug Grande Cuvée, I chose a selection of reserve wines 

from the House’s extensive library, making up 35% of the blend. Particularly 
notable among them were a selection of the older Chardonnays, such as the 1990 
wines from Avize and Oger, which brought their touch of freshness, while a 1995 

Avize gave a bountiful roundness. The remaining reserve wines were chosen 
primarily from more recent years, providing the liveliness and vigour so essential 

to every Édition of Krug Grande Cuvée.

Cellar Master, House of Krug

”

“



LES CRÉATIONS DE 2004
A LIMITED-EDITION TRIBUTE TO 

JOSEPH KRUG’S VISION

The House of Krug invites Krug lovers to discover the principles of Champagne creation set
out by its founder through two expressions of a single year. Krug 2004, the story of the year
2004 captured by Krug and Krug Grande Cuvée 160ème Édition, composed around the
harvest of 2004. They will be available in a very rare wooden case offer. It is an opportunity to
taste two different expressions of nature, a pleasure trip to discover the year 2004 as lived by
the House of Krug.



KRUG AND MUSIC: 
A GATEWAY TO THE EMOTIONS

The House of Krug has long sensed that a link
existed between sound and taste perception. Many
an appreciator of fine wine and music or anyone
who has used the Krug App knows that the joy of
savouring a masterfully crafted Champagne while
listening to a piece of music allows one to travel
down direct pathways to the emotions. Music and
sound have the power to reveal a myriad of new
dimensions through the emotion that comes with
every sip of Krug Champagne.

It is in this spirit and with this understanding that
the House of Krug has developed a unique

endeavour: Krug Music Pairings. Each year the
House invites selected musicians in whose
standards of excellence it feels a kinship to an
extended tasting of its seven different Champagnes.
Inspired by what they taste, these artists select a
special playlist custom-tailored to reflect what they
felt and how they connected to the experience of
Krug Champagnes. By associating music with its
Champagnes, the House continues its quest to
enhance the tasting of Krug Champagnes while
discovering new, unknown tasting dimensions.

AN INVITATION TO TASTE KRUG CHAMPAGNES 
IN A UNIQUE WAY

Olivier Krug

When I think of who Krug Lovers are, I see that they are independent people, with 
unique personalities and strong self-confidence. They are lovers of contrast and 
paradox, seeking enjoyment. They want an unforgettable experience, pleasure 

beyond perfection.

Director of the House of Krug and sixth generation of the Krug family

”

“



THE UNSTOPPABLE TALENT OF LIANNE LA HAVAS

This year, the House is honoured to announce that
the talented musician and Krug Lover Lianne La
Havas will be the ambassadress for “Les Créations
de 2004”. “Unstoppable” is both the title of her hit
single released in 2015 and the best word to
describe the sultry British soul singer-songwriter.
Her first album, Is Your Love Big Enough? was named
iTunes album of the year in 2012. Her depth and
virtuosity attracted the interest of Prince, who
collaborated repeatedly with her in 2014, featuring
her heavily on his album Art Official Age. In 2015,
Lianne La Havas released Blood, which charted at
number two in the United Kingdom, and was
nominated for Best Urban Contemporary Album at

the 2016 Grammy Awards. She also received a Brit
Awards Nomination for Best Female.

As an artist, Lianne La Havas shares much with the
House of Krug. She is guided by her inspiration,
passion and emotions. “When I express myself through
my music, many elements come together in harmony,” she
says, “and I can see that correlation in Krug Champagnes.”

“Whenever I listen to music, it always evokes different
memories and emotions,” Lianne continues. “And I was
surprised to discover that a sip from a glass of Krug
Champagne inspired the same reaction.”

Of her first taste of Krug 2004, Lianne says: “it
ignited all my senses, the flavours almost danced around on
my palate. It also has this unique, focused quality – as if you
are alone with it. In some ways I can compare the experience
of tasting Krug 2004 to performing solo.” The Krug
Music Pairing Lianne chose for Krug 2004 is her hit
song “Unstoppable”. After tasting Krug Grande
Cuvée 160ème Édition, Lianne selected Aretha
Franklin’s “(You Make Me Feel Like) A Natural
Woman” to be included in her playlist as the pairing
for this Champagne.

Lianne’s song “Unstoppable” is also featured in a
video created to celebrate the encounter between

Lianne and the House. Through an evocative
sequence of images that flow from early morning in
Krug’s vineyards to a gathering at the Krug Family
House, the video tells the story of her discovery of
Krug 2004 and Krug Grande Cuvée 160ème Édition.
The soundtrack offers a musical crescendo that
builds from an intimate acoustic guitar melody to a
stellar live performance.

Champagne lovers the world over can share
Lianne’s journey by listening to her playlist, as well
as any of the other Krug Music Pairings, via the
Krug App and krug.com.

AN AMBASSADRESS FOR LES CRÉATIONS DE 2004

Lianne La Havas

The sensations are so overwhelming and constantly evolving that I saw in 
this Champagne a reflection of the song. Just as the lyrics talk about being 
carried ‘to another galaxy’, if you close your eyes when tasting Krug 2004 

you are transported by its aromas and flavours.

Ambassadress for Les Créations de 2004

”

“



THE KRUG iD: 
THE STORY CONTINUES 

Every bottle of Krug Champagne has a story to tell.
Since 2011, the House has invited Champagne lovers
to enter the Krug iD – the six digits printed on the
back label of every bottle – in a dedicated section of
the Krug website or using the Krug App, to take their
experience further. The Krug iD reveals not only Eric
Lebel’s impressions of the challenges of the year but
the detailed story of the bottle as well as food pairing
suggestions, recommendations for optimum storage
and serving, and Krug Music Pairings to enhance
every Champagne lover’s experience of tasting Krug.
Some of the artists that have shared their talent with
the House include the soul singer Gregory Porter,
modern jazz master Jacky Terrasson, the avant-garde
composer Ozark Henry, the classical pianist Jean-
Philippe Collard, the French indie pop duo The Dø,
singer-songwriter Keziah Jones and the pianist Khatia
Buniatishvili.

In 2016 Krug took a second major digital step to
make the information-rich Krug iD experience
sharable for the entire digital world. Now, when
someone tweets a Krug iD, they receive an immediate

response from Krug giving them and their followers
access to all the Krug iD information. These tweets
encapsulate the true spirit of the House, always with
its finger on the pulse of today’s culture…. These
messages may also come in a more unexpected
format. For example, a Krug Lover who tweets
#KrugiD 108002 might be surprised by a video of
Gregory Porter performing his signature title ‘Liquid
Spirit’ onstage at the Olympia concert hall in Paris.
Discovery is, after all, an integral part of the journey
of the senses.

As a House with a contemporary spirit and a history
of pioneering, Krug continues to embrace digital
innovation and its potential to disrupt and delight.
This year it is once more breaking new ground by
initiating the online conversation with consumers via
its Facebook Messenger Bot. This new gateway offers
users the opportunity to discover Krug’s universe
through an interactive dialogue. Incorporating videos
and images, the Messenger Bot offers information on
the Krug iD, about the House, its history and
craftsmanship.

EVERY BOTTLE OF KRUG CHAMPAGNE HAS A STORY TO TELL



Let your Krug experience go further. Enter the Krug iD online :

www.krug.com #Krug
#KrugiD

@Krug @KrugChampagne Apple: Krug/Krug

PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. NOT FOR FRANCE.

http://www.krug.com/
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